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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 09 June 2005 . 
2a)[3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) [3 Claim(s) 1-14 and 19-22 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) 1-14 and 19-22 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) E3 The drawing(s) filed on 27 April 2001 is/are: a)G3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is responsive to Amendment, filed 06/09/05. 

Claims 1-14, and 19-22 are pending in this application. Claims 1,11, and 19 are 
independent claims, claims 1-14, and 19-22 are amended, and claims 15-18 are cancelled. This 
action is made final. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
1. Claims 1-2, 6-9, 1 1-13, and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sommers et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,940,076) in view of Gilligan et al. 
(European Patent Application 0609819 Al). 

As to claim 1, Sommers teaches an information processing apparatus for executing 
predetermined processing in accordance with a first operation, a second operation, or a third 
operation, comprising: 

first display control means for controlling a display (e.g., col. 3 lines 46-65, and figs. 4- 
5), in accordance with said first operation (displaying/viewing objects by using the control 302, 
e.g., col. 3 line 46-col. 4 line 33) or said second operation performed through said operating 
means, the display of an image for browsing corresponding to content recorded on a recording 
medium (e.g., col. 3 line 46-col. 4 line 33, col. 5 lines 28-50, and figs. 4-5); and 
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reproduction means for reproducing content corresponding to said image for browsing of 
which display is kept in a selected state by said first display control means if said third operation 
has been performed through said operating means (e.g., col. 3 line 46-col. 4 line 33); however, 
Sommers does not provide jog dial in operating to perform the operation. Gilligan clearly teaches 
a device comprising a displaceable knob mounted on one side of th e m ou se housin g is provide d 
for concurrent scrolling by using the thumb of the same hand which holds the mouse to allow 
different scrolling scale settings, including scrolling in a normal direction to the screen plane 
(i.e., between successive data layers) (see the Abstract and figs. 1 A-C and 3 A-B). It would have 
been obvious at the time of the invention, a person with ordinary skill in the art would want to 
have the scrolling control knob of Gilligan in the Sommers Viewer of to provide more 
convenience to the user when using the mouse with the same hand/thumb in 
operating/moving/scrolling among tasks (Gilligan, Abstract); and the Sommers also shows 
displaying an image among a set of images, which are at least partially displayed on a view area 
of the display for the operator to select the image (e.g., col. 3 line 46-col. 4 line 33, col. 5 lines 
28-50, and figs. 4-5). 

As to claim 2, the modified Sommers teaches the information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said first display control means controls the display of said image 
for browsing such that said image for browsing is linearly aligned with the set of images (e.g., 
figs. 4-5). 

As to claim 6, the modified Sommers teaches the information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, further comprising: 
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second display control means for controlling, in accordance with said first operation (e.g., 
col. 3 lines 46-65, and figs. 4-5) or said second operation performed through said jog dial means, 
the display of an icon of an application program which uses said content to be reproduced by 
said reproduction means (e.g., col. 3 line 46-col. 4 line 33); and 

starting means for starting (select the view button 302, e.g., col. 3 line 46-col. 4 line 33), 
if said third operation is performed through said jog dial means with the display of an icon of a 
predetermined application program kept in an active state by said second display control means 
(e.g., col. 3 line 46-col. 4 line 33) said predetermined application program of which display of an 
icon is kept in the active state (e.g., col. 3 line 46-col. 4 line 33, col. 5 lines 28-50, and figs. 4-5). 

As to claim 7, the modified Sommers teaches the information processing apparatus 
according to claim 6, wherein, when any display of the icon of said application program is kept 
in the active state by said second display control means and said third operation is performed 
through said jog dial means, said starting means ends said application program started (selecting 
the objects by scrolling the display wheel, e.g., col. 3 line 46-col. 4 line 33, and figs. 4-5). 

As to claim 8, Sommers teaches an information processing apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein each of said first operation and said second operation is performed by rotating or 
turning a rotating or turning type dial (figs. 4-5). 

As to claim 9, Sommers teaches the information processing apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said third operation is performed by depressing a rotating or turning type dial 
(selecting the objects by scrolling the display wheel, e.g., col. 3 line 46-col. 4 line 33, and figs. 4- 
5). 
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As to claims 11-13, they are method claims of apparatus claims 1, and 8-9. Note the 
rejections of claims 1, and 8-9 above respectively. 

As to claims 19-21, they are system claims of apparatus claims 1, and 8-9. Note the 
rejections of claims 1, and 8-9 above respectively. 

2. Claims 3-5, 10, 14, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sommers et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,940,076) in view of Gilligan et al. (European Patent 
Application 0609819 Al), and further in view of Robertson et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,909,443). 

As to claim 3, the modified of Sommers teaches the information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said first display control means controls the display of said image 
for browsing such that said image for browsing (Note the rejection of claim 1 above); however, 
the modified Sommers does not teach that the image for browsing is aligned in a curve which 
constitutes a circle. Robertson clearly shows frames are displayed along great-circle paths 
(element 738 of fig. 46E). It would have been obvious at the time of the invention, a person with 
ordinary skill in the art would want to have a great-circle display of Robertson in the modified 
Sommers's Viewing to increase visibility for users when viewing or editing frames. 

As to claim 4, the modified Sommers teaches the information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said first display control means controls the display of said image 
for browsing such that said image for browsing is spirally aligned with the set of images in a 
three-dimensional space (Robertson, figs. 12A-12F). 

As to claim 5, the modified Sommers teaches the information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said first display control means controls the display of said image 
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for browsing such that said image for browsing is aligned with the set of images in a planar 
manner (Robertson, figs. 38H-38J). 

As to claim 10, the modified Sommers teaches the information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said first operation, said third operation, and said second operation 
are performed by switches arranged substantially in straight-line in this order (Robertson, fig. 
38J). 

As to claim 14, it is a method claim of apparatus claim 10. Note the rejections of claim 10 

above. 

As to claim 22, it is a system claim of apparatus claim 10. Note the rejections of claim 10 

above. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to amended claims have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
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will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to True T. Chuong whose telephone number is 571-272-4134. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and alternate Fridays 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on (571) 272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



True T. Chuong 
08/17/05 



